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construction, zones of fire, methods of construction and range
of action. His work had been so carefully thought out and ap-
peared so complete as to leave nothing to be suggested. This
visit, not without interest, afforded a field for much thought
along professional lines and was regarded of such value as to
be made the subject of an interesting report afterwards to the
Navy Department.

Returning to Montevideo^ application was made to be relieved
from command, as the commander-in-chief was to retire from
active service in the fall of 1901, by reason of then reaching the
age limit fixed by statute for service on the active list. The
repairs needed by the Chicago were of such nature as in the
judgment of her officers could be more expeditiously and econom-
ically made at home, particularly as the facilities on the station
were limited and uncertain. Authority was asked to return
home with her, but this was promptly declined by the depart-
ment in the authority granted to the eommander-in-chief to re-
turn, which contained directions to make the repairs on the
station.

Complying with these instructions to return, the commander-
in-chief hauled down his flag in April and took passage on the
Royal Mail steamer Clyde for Southampton and thence to the
United States in the magnificent steamer Kaiser Wilhelm der
Grosse, arriving in New York in the latter part of May. Hardly
had the eommander-in-chief reached home when the Chicago
was transferred to the European station to reestablish that
squadron, which had been discontinued during the war with
Spain.

While in London, where a short stay had been contemplated,
an urgent telegram summoned the Commander-in-chief to the
bedside of his son, who had undergone a serious operation on
account of having been infected accidentally during an opera-
tion he had performed on a patient under his professional care.

The dreadful anxiety of the week passed in crossing the ocean
on board the transatlantic liner Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse could
hardly be related in words. Not knowing the nature of the
operation or its extent, there was grave apprehension lest on
arrival the worst news might be met.

There were kind friends, however, whose interest had seen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